
TickTalk

STAFF REPORT
An historical downtown

building will be sold at the
courthouse door on Thurs-
day, July 21 as part of a
court order to settle a dis-
pute between its owners. 
Known as the Bigham

Lodge building, it was the
city’s first three-story
structure and named for
first Crittenden County
Clerk, Harvey W. Bigham,
whose service to the com-
munity began in 1842. It
was destroyed by the 1905
fire and rebuilt with an ad-
ditional third story, where
the Masonic Lodge held its
rituals and meetings. 
Hunt’s Department store

was located inside the first
floor for many years dur-
ing the latter part of the
20th century. It closed in
2004. The property was
purchased by Thom
Hawthorne and Paula
Collins in 1997, and was a
downtown diner for a time. 
The court has ordered

appraisals of the property
and it must bring two-
thirds of that price before
the sale will be approved.
Hawthorne says he

wants to keep the building

and has every intention of
buying it back at the auc-
tion. 
“It’s my home. I live

there on the third floor,”
he said.
Collins, who resides in

Florida, also previously
owned Paula’s China
Shop, two doors down. It

sold a year ago.
Hawthorne owns the

building next door, for-
merly City Drug and later
the Sweet Shoppe; and the
building behind the one
set to sell auction. He also
owns another Main Street
property where H&R Block
is located.

BY CHRIS EVANS
PRESS EDITOR
Just in time for black-

berry-picking season,
here’s a lesson in tick be-
havior that might just
help you avoid them. It
seems as though these
parasites are everywhere
these days – from the
lawn and garden to the
parks. They’re on your
pets and ankles, and rel-
atively new immigrant
ticks are bringing new
disease to this region.
While most folks try to

evade ticks like COVID, a
couple of University of
Kentucky students were
in the area last week
trolling for these blood-
sucking parasites.
In their tool kit were vials, tweezers and

tick catchers – large slices of light-colored
material used to snatch ticks from their
native environment so they can identify
them and determine potential diseases
they might carry.
“There are two methods for gathering

them,” said Anna Pasternak, a doctoral

student doing her dissertation on ticks
and tick-borne illnesses. “Dragging is one
method. You pull a one-meter by one-
meter corduroy sheet that’s attached to
a pole along areas where ticks might be,
and they will grab onto the material.
There is another method known as flag

See STUDY/page 9

Agents say 
inventories
trail demand
STAFF REPORT
Talk to any real estate agent in

the county – or beyond for that mat-
ter – and they'll tell you why home
prices have risen in the past year,
largely due to an overwhelming
shortage of available homes on the
market and the skyrocketing price of
materials for new construction.
Inventories of homes for sale have

dropped steadily since the start of
the pandemic. At first, the fear of
moving during a national crisis
might have played a role in limiting
the number of homes reaching the
market. Now, say local brokers and
observers, there’s a double-edged
sword waving through the industry
because everything that’s available
is going fast.
“As soon as I get a contract on

something, it’s sold within days of
listing it,” said Darrin Tabor of
Homestead Realty in Marion.
Middle to highly valued homes

are selling more briskly than
smaller, older ones, he explains,
partly because of federal loan re-
quirements. 
With interest rates near all-time

lows and an impetuous to migrate,
local agents say the phones are ring-
ing off the hook.
“I had a call out of the blue from

a couple in Florida. They saw a list-
ing we had and were curious if it
was still available. They drove up
here immediately and bought it,”
said Jim Defrietas of Belt Auction
Realty in Marion.
From population booms in al-

ready crowded areas and urban
sprawl to riots, security and pan-
demic fears, the reasons for picking
up and moving to quieter surround-
ings like rural western Kentucky are
varied. 
“I have sold two homes to people

from California in the past few
days,” Tabor said recently. “Some
tell me they’re overrun by homeless-
ness in those places, homeless peo-
ple sleeping on their lawns and
leaving needles everywhere.”
Tabor said families and couples

from Idaho, Minnesota and Illinois
have been among recent clients.
“If I had the homes to sell I could

have three or four more in June,”
Tabor added. “I’m talking about
homes from $100,000 to $450,000,
not just upper-end stuff.”
Sales of residential property

cooled only slightly in 2020, despite
several months of almost total shut-
down. There were 151 homes sold in
Crittenden County last year, com-
pared to 186 in 2019 and 179 in
2018. Local real estate specialists
say 2020 and 2021 figures would be
even greater if more homes had for
sale signs on their lawns.
Over the past month, interest

rates on a 30-year fixed mortgage
have ticked up slightly to around
three percent, but that’s still near
record lows. Shorter terms can fetch
even lower rates, close to two per-
cent.
Crittenden County Property Valu-

ation Administrator Ronnie Heady
says local property values have been
strong through the pandemic.
“COVID has not hurt a thing,” he

explains. “The cost of building a new
home is going up because lumber
prices are making everything else
more expensive. That’s helping the
market for existing homes.”
And once these new residents are

landing in Marion, they’re spending
money, say local retailers like Patti
Merrill at Johnson’s Furniture and
Appliance on Main Street.
“It will be a success story for

small towns all across American if 

See SALES/page 4

study reveals COVID
AT NURSING HOMES

Deaths among Medicare
patients in nursing homes
rose 32 percent last year, a
government group reported
last week in a comprehensive
look at the consequences of
COVID-19. The report, from
the inspector general of the
Department of Health and
Human Services, found that
about 4 in 10 Medicare recip-
ients in nursing homes had or
likely had COVID-19 in 2020,
and that deaths overall
jumped by 169,291 from the
previous year, before the
coronavirus appeared. Death
rates were higher in every
month last year when com-
pared with 2019. April and
December were the deadliest
months for those individuals
in long-term care facilities,
the report found.

kentucky is so kind...
Kentucky was chosen as the

kindest state in the U.S. in a
recent study commissioned
by Verizon as part of its cam-
paign for #ACallForKindness.
The telecommunication’s
company conducted the sur-
vey to determine the current
state of kindness in the coun-
try. Researchers surveyed
thousands of people from all
states and backgrounds. Be-
hind Kentucky, in order, were
New Mexico, Oklahoma,
Georgia and North Dakota.

fireworks for fourth
Tolu will have its fireworks

show on Saturday, July 3. The
small rivertown in northern
Crittenden County typically
draws thousands to the event,
which includes vendors and
other entertainment. There
will be no Thunder over Eddy
Bay this year because organ-
izers cannot find workers
certified to set off fireworks. 

Victory garden open
The first distribution of Vic-

tory Garden produce will be
from 9 a.m., to 1 p.m., Tues-
day, July 6 at the community
garden pavilion off Old Mor-
ganfield Road. Available will
be peppers, blackberries,
green tomatoes, cucumbers
and perhaps green beans.
This is a free distribution.

BONUS FOR BACK TO WORK 
A couple of Dollar General

stores in the area, including
the Marion southside store,
were closed temporarily last
week reportedly due to a
shortage of workers. Al-
though Gov. Andy Beshear
says unemployment bonuses
will continue through Sep-
tember, he now is offering a
Back-to-Work Initiative to pay
as many as 15,000 Kentuck-
ians on unemployment insur-
ance a one-time $1,500
bonus to rejoin the workforce
by July 30.
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Study will help ID types of
ticks, their potential for harm
KentucKy HeAltH newS

Some Kentuckians are saying ticks are
more plentiful than ever this year. Some
states are having one of their worst tick
seasons ever, but it's too soon to declare
that definitively for Kentucky, largely be-
cause the state has only been doing tick
surveillance for about three years. 

"In a couple more years, (we'll) have a
clear understanding of how ticks and tick-
borne disease dynamics are shifting and
changing through time so that we can un-
derstand how to best protect the public
and understand what kind of diseases are
of concern and how to best control ticks," 

See TICKS/page 9

Want more
detailed in-
formation
from our in-
terview
with
Pasternak
and
Brown?
Tune in to
our 20-
minute
podcast at
The Press
Online.

Historic Downtown Building is
to be sold at courthouse door

Rebuilt after the
1905 fire that
destroyed much
of downtown
Marion, this
building has
served as a de-
partment store
and restaurant
in more recent
years. It’s per-
haps the most
recognizable
structure on
Marion’s skyline
and was once a
Masonic tem-
ple. A legal no-
tice on the
classified page
details the
court-ordered
sale.

UK doctoral student Anna Pasternak fishes for ticks while visiting western Kentucky late
last week on a mission to study the different varieties of this parasites and try to under-
stand their spread and the diseases they can promote in humans. The inset photograph
shows six of the seven types of ticks found in Kentucky, some very tiny.

TickTalk
They’re everywhere



A grand re-opening of
the Crittenden County
Senior Center will be held
Thursday, July 1. The
senior center has been
closed for more than a
year due to the COVID-
19 pandemic.

On Thursday, the
center will begin being
open from 8 a.m.-2 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.
Lunch is served at 11:30
a.m., daily.

Bingo is held each
Wednesday and Friday at
10:30 a.m.

The center will be
closed Monday, July 5.
The menu for the follow-
ing week includes the fol-
lowing:

Thursday, July 1:
Hashbrown ham casse-
role, lima beans, wheat
roll and Ambrosia salad.

Friday, July 2: Oven
fried chicken, new but-
tered potatoes, buttered
broccoli, wheat roll and
pears.

Tuesday, July 6:

Breaded pollock, pinto
beans, cole slaw, corn-
bread and vanilla pud-
ding.

Wednesday, July 7:
Chicken parmesan,
baked potato, broccoli

casserole and pineapple
delight.

Thursday, July 8: BBQ
pork on wheat bun, au
gratin potatoes, cu-
cumber salad and oat-
meal raisin cookie.

A special craft day is
scheduled for 10 a.m.,
Monday, July 12.

For more information,
contact director Jenny
Sosh at (270) 965-5229.

Wilson
Amelia Brown Wil-

son, 39, of Grand
Rivers, died Friday,
June 25, 2021, at Van-
d e r b i l t
University
M e d i c a l
C e n t e r
after a
l e n g t h y
illness.!

She was
born July
11, 1981,
in Tomp-
k insv i l l e ,
and was a member of
Maple Grove Mission-
ary Baptist Church.

She was a three-time
University of Kentucky
graduate.! She earned
her bachelor’s degree
in family and con-
sumer sciences in
2003, her master’s de-
gree in community and
leadership devel-
opment in 2006 and
her doctorate in higher
education administra-
tion in 2011.! While at
UK, Wilson was the
university ambassador
coordinator, a student
senator, a vice pres-
ident of Delta Gamma
sorority, and the 2003
homecoming queen.
She was the 2011 re-
cipient of UK’s Joseph
T. Burch Young
Alumni Award and a
2021 recipient of UK’s
Distinguished Service
Award.!

She was a field rep-
resentative for U.S.
Congressman James
Comer.! She previously
served as director of
agritourism at the
Kentucky Department
of Agriculture.

Surviving are her
husband, Allen O. Wil-
son, who she married
on June 26, 2010; her
mother, Sarah Faye
Brown of Tompkins-
ville; two sisters, Keri
Jo (Tim) Eaton of
Tompkinsville and Kel-
lie (Todd) Moore  of
Bowling Green; a
nephew, Joseph
(Kayla) Eaton; three
nieces, Sarah (Zach)
West, Olivia Moore and
Katie Jo Moore; two
great-nieces; and a
great-nephew; her
mother and father-in-
law, Marvin Lee and
Laura W. Wilson.!  She
was preceded in death
by her father, William
Brown.

Funeral services
were Wednesday, June
30 at Bartley & Sons
Funeral Home in
Tompkinsville with bu-
rial in the Lexington
Cemetery in Lexington.

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to
the Kentucky Organ-

Donor Affiliates, 10160
Linn Station Road,
Louisville, KY 40223. 

Fruit
Kerry Linden Fruit,

44, of Marion,
formerly of Murray,
died Sunday, June 27,
2021 at
his home.!

He was
born Nov.
3, 1976 in
H a m -
m o n d ,
Ind. He
moved to
Murray in
1991 and
was a member of Cal-
loway County High
School class of 1996.!

Surviving are his
wife, DeAnn Fuller of
Marion; a stepson,
Nicholas Underdown;
his mother and step-
father, Josephene and
Leonard Clark of Mur-
ray; two brothers,
Craig (Jenny) Dockery
of Lake Village, Ind.,
and Stanley (Sierra)
Barnhart  of Murray;
an uncle, Kenneth
(Betty) Fruit  of Crof-
ton; and numerous ex-
tended family
members.

He was preceded in
death by his maternal
grandparents, George
and Helen Fruit.!

A memorial service
will be held at 5 p.m.,
Friday, July 2 at Imes
Funeral Home & Cre-
matory in Murray.!

The family welcomes
visitors from 4-5 p.m.

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to
assist with final ex-
penses, " Imes Fu-
neral Home, 311 North
4th st. Murray, KY
42071.!
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Senior Center reopens July 1
2

The Woman’s Club of
Marion received contest
certificates for the club’s
results in the GFWC
Kentucky 2020 competi-
tion.  The club earned
110 percent on the state
scorecard contest, which
measures how well a
club meets state’s re-
quirements.

Other results include:
•First place Newsletter

Women’s History & Re-
source Center

•Second place
Press/Social Media
Book, Communications
& Public Relations Arts &
Culture

•Third place Fundrais-
ing

Officers for the local
club include Nancy
Hunt, Annie Rubino,
Susan Alexander, Jo

Evelyn Brown and Caro-
lyn Belt.

Nine members and
guests of the club en-
joyed an outing to Adams
Breezy Hill Restaurant in
May. 

For more information
about joining Woman’s
Club of Marion, contact
any of the officers or call
(270) 704-0057.

Students honored by the
Woman's Club of Marion
for their success in the
state GFWC Kentucky
writing contest are (from
left) Isabelle Foster, first
place Short Story Cate-
gory 1; Zoe Foster, sec-
ond place Short Story
Category 2; and Caleb
Combs, first place Short
Story Category 3.

Woman’s Club earns
high marks in contest



Livingston and nine
more Kentucky counties
will make the transition
this month to a new, se-
cure driver-licensing
model, administered by
the Kentucky Trans-
portation Cabinet
(KYTC), that gives Ken-
tuckians more choices
and modern services.
The traditional system

of licenses and permits
being issued by the Of-
fice of Circuit Court
Clerk in each county is
being phased out. It is
being replaced by a net-
work of KYTC Driver Li-
censing Regional Offices
intentionally located
across the state. Eight-
een regional offices have
been opened statewide to
date, with more to come.
The cabinet and Ken-
tucky’s circuit court
clerks are working to-
gether to smoothly com-
plete the transition
statewide by June 30,
2022.
“It’s a new era of driver

licensing in Kentucky
that will usher in tech-
nology enhancements
and more service options
than ever before, such as
online appointment
scheduling and, for the
first time, online license
renewal,” Gov. Andy
Beshear said. “After
many years of issuing
driver licenses, circuit
court clerks will be able
to focus solely on court
business and driver li-
censing will be executed
at new regional offices
whose only business is
licensing.”
In addition to Liv-

ingston making the tran-
sition in July, there are
several other western
Kentucky counties phas-
ing out, including Bal-
lard, Carlisle, Fulton,
Hickman and Muhlen-
berg. The Office of Cir-
cuit Court Clerk in each
of those counties will
cease nearly all in-per-
son driver licensing serv-
ices on July 26 and
licensing services will in-
stead be performed at
KYTC’s regional offices.
With the July transi-

tion, one-third of Ken-
tucky’s 120 counties will
have made the transfer
of services. 
Crittenden has not

begun to transfer its
services from the circuit
clerk’s office, but it’s
time will soon come.
Residents of counties

making the transition
may renew or apply for a
REAL ID or new stan-
dard card version of
driver license, learner
permits, commercial
driver licenses (CDL) and
ID cards at any KYTC
Driver Licensing Re-
gional Office. Applicants
are encouraged to make
an appointment online,
which can be done at
drive.ky.gov. Walk-in
customers are welcomed
on a first-come, first-
served basis until avail-
able slots are filled.
For the first time in

Kentucky, license hold-
ers who want to renew
their current license,
and whose name and ad-
dress have not changed,
now can do so online.
See www.drive.ky.gov for

information.
Nearby KYTC regional

offices – the only place to
get a REAL ID – are in
Bowling Green,  Madis-
onville, Owensboro and
Paducah.
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Livingston among counties transitioning 
away from clerk’s offices for DL services

STAFF REPORT
Local observers say it

was the largest turnout
in many years for a GOP
event. More than 60 peo-
ple attended last week’s
Crittenden County Re-
publican Party meeting
at the Marion Ed-Tech
Center, including Rep.
Lynn Bechler (R-Marion)
and Sen. Robbie Mills (R-
Henderson).
County GOP leaders

were encouraged by the
large turnout. Former
county party chairman
Mike McConnell said he
had not seen such a
turnout at a GOP meet-
ing in Crittenden County
during his entire time in
the organization, which
dates back for nearly two
decades.
Another former GOP

chairman, Bart Frazer,
echoed that observation.
“It’s been a long, long

time,” he said.
Republican voter regis-

tration has continued to
rise in the county since
2008 when the late John
McCain lost the presi-
dential election to
Barack Obama. The con-
servative movement here
has seen the GOP major-
ity grow to 1,324 major-
ity. Republicans also
hold a majority of the
county’s elected posi-
tions.
Sen. Mills, who drove

back from Frankfort to
attend the meeting, said
he’s excited to see a great
interest in “keeping the
county in the red.”
County officers were

elected during the meet-
ing, plus precinct cap-
tains, vice captains and
youth chairs. For the
first time in 12 years, a
full slate of leadership
was elected.

Donna Girten was cho-
sen chairperson of the
local GOP; Tracye New-
com, vice-chair; Kathy
Bechler, treasurer; Stacy
Crawford-Hughes, secre-
tary; and Kayla Maxfield,
youth chair.
Girten addressed the

crowd after being chosen
as the party’s new
county leader. She
thanked those attending
for their support and
vowed to stand up for
rights and to represent
Crittenden County’s
GOP to the best of her
ability.
The county's 3,722 Re-

publicans account for 56
percent of the 6,701 vot-
ers in the county.
There are 2,748 regis-

tered Democrats, or 36
percent. All other party
affiliations amount to
548, or eight percent of
locally registered voters.
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Pictured are (from left) local GOP leaders Kathy Bechler, state Rep. Lynn Bechler,
Tracye Newcom, Donna Girten, Perry Newcom, Kayla Maxfield, Magistrate Willard
Guill, Stacy Crawford and state Sen. Robbie Mills.

County’s majority party
taps Girten GOP chair



Fredonia railroad grant
will remake 3 crossings
Kentucky Transportation Cabi-

net has announced a number of
grants to improve railroad
safety, including projects to im-
prove three crossings in Cald-
well County along the Fredonia
Valley Railroad.
The state will pay 80 percent

of the cost and the railroad
company 20 percent. The three
full-crossing renewals will be at
Crider Road, Keel Road and
Redbud Trail near Fredonia. 
The total cost for all three

projects is $85,206.
The short-line railroad runs

about 12 miles from the rock
quarry near Fredonia to Prince-
ton. 

Gill on Dean’s List at ICC
Illinois Central College named

Brian Gill of Fredonia to its
Dean's List honors during the

Spring 2021 semester. Dean's
List recognition is earned with a
grade point average between
3.5 and 3.99.  
Illinois Central College is a

two-year community college
with campuses in East Peoria,
Peoria, and Pekin.

County fair starts July 24
Crittenden County Lions Club

is gearing up for its county fair,
which opens later this month.
The fair will feature its typical
favorites like the enduro and
demolition derbies, truck and
tractor pulls and pageants. 
Also this year’s event will fea-

ture a Classy & Grassy concert,
car show, pet show and cupcake
wars.
The fair opens July 24 and

runs through Aug. 7, which will
be the demo derby night. Stay
tuned to The Crittenden Press
for more details and the fair
catalog, which will be published
July 15.

County offices closed 4th
Crittenden County offices at

the courthouse will be closed on
Monday, July 5 in observance of
the Independence Holiday.
The same also applies to Crit-
tenden County Road Depart-
ment. The County Animal

Shelter and the Convenience
Center will be closed Saturday,
July 3 and Monday, July 5.

Colleges taking small hikes
Kentucky Council on Postsec-

ondary Education has approved
the final tuition rates for public
colleges and universities next
year, holding increases near
historic lows while also helping
campuses replenish revenue fol-
lowing the pandemic.
Kentucky State University and

the Kentucky Community and
Technical College System are
forgoing rate increases alto-
gether. All other public cam-
puses have adopted rates at or
below two percent, complying
with the tuition caps that CPE
established last month.
Rate changes apply to tuition

and mandatory fees for resident,
undergraduate programs in the
2021-22 academic year. They
include: UK 1 percent, University
of Louisville 1.7 percent, Eastern
Kentucky 2 percent, Kentucky
State zero, Morehead 1.9 per-
cent, Murray State 0.9 percent,
Northern Kentucky 1 percent,
Western Kentucky 1.8 percent
and Kentucky Community and
Technical College System
schools will not be raising rates
this coming year.

50 YEARS AGO
July 1, 1971
n Two Crittenden County High
School seniors returned from Ken-
tucky Girls State at Morehead State
University. Rene Hughes and Lana
Aldridge were selected and spon-
sored by the Legion Auxiliary of Ellis
B. Ordway. 
n Bob G. Brown was awarded the
Master of Business Administration
Degree at Bowling Green University's
commencement ceremony. 
n Five of the six Crittenden County
FFA officers attended Leadership
Training Center. Those who attended
were Joe Walker, Danny Belt, Mike
Walker, Larry Dennis, Larry Hearell
and their advisor, Mr. Todd. 

25 YEARS AGO
July 4, 1996
n Shanna Moore placed in the top 10
at the Miss Kentucky Scholarship
Pageant in Lexington. 
n Thirteen children participated in the
St. Jude Wheels-For-Life at CCES.
Pledges totalled $913. Trophies were
awarded in each age group for those
who rode the most miles. Cody Her-
rin rode 26 miles in the 10 and older
category. Logan Nasseri and Kaylyn
Herrin tied with 15 miles in the 6-9
age group. First place went to Jen-
nifer Herron for collecting the most
money with $311. Second place went
to Stephanie Kelly with $117. The
Bike-A-Thon was sponsored by Dairy
Queen and the Homemakers Club.
n Paula N. Porter received an Eco-
nomics at Work Training Certificate
from Jack Morgan, executive director
of Economics America in Kentucky. 
n The James F. Oliver VFW Post
5486 Ladies Auxiliary held its annual
election of officers for the 1996-97
year. Mary Lou Sizemore was
elected president. Other officers
elected were Margie Gillespie as
senior vice-president, Leonna Nunn

as junior vice-president, Beatrice
Marvel as treasurer, Ruby Truitt as
chaplain, Brenda Perry as conduc-
tress, Jessica Lowery as guard, Sue
McDowell, Leslie Hosman and Jean-
nie Cunningham as trustees. 
n Nearly 80 campers attended last
week’s Rocket basketball camp.
Camper of the week in grades 3-4
was Dustin Easley, 5-6 Demetric
Moss and 7-8 Matt Hall. Josh Cosby
took first place in the obstacle course
for grades K-2. Grades 3-4 winners
were: Tim Hill, obstacle course; Pay-
ton Croft, free throws and 1-on-1;
and Brad Hart, hot shot. Grades 5-6
winners: Tyler Guess, obstacle
course and hot shot; Demetic Moss,
free throws; Andy Hunt, 1-on-1.
Grades 7-8 winners: Brian McCree,
obstacle course and hot shot; Vince
Mitchell, free throws; and Johnny
Duncan, 1-on-1. 

10 YEARS AGO
June 30, 2011
n Two local students were awarded
scholarships form Alliance Coal.
CCHS 2011 graduate Talaney Werne
was awarded $1,000. Receiving a
$500 scholarship was 2010 graduate
LaShea Loveless. 
n Katrease Hale of Marion graduated
from the Tulane University School of
Public Health and Tropical Medicine
with a Master of Public Health De-
gree. 
n Ryan M. Davidson was named to
both the Dean’s and President’s lists
for the spring 2011 semester at West-
ern Kentucky University. 
n Bailey Barnes of Marion was
crowned Miss PreTeen Union County
Fair. 
n Jim Johnson, Jim Defreitas and

Greg Rushing were given certificates
of cooperation after a Chinook mili-
tary helicopter crash-landed in
Frances.
n Crittenden County Historical Soci-
ety’s board of directors and a new
slate of officers were set at their
meeting. Chairman Percy Cook re-
mained at the helm of the eight-per-
son board, with Daryl Tabor as
vice-chairman, historian laureate
Brenda Underdown stayed on as
secretary and Rita Travis was se-
lected as secretary. Also on the board
was Pat Carter, Ola Rhea Crider,
Brennan Cruce, Sarah Ford and
Barry Gilbert. 
n Cali Parish was crowned Miss
Salem Day during the Salem Day
pageant. Also receiving a crown was
Hadlee Rich as Little Miss and Jake
Rich as Little Mister. 
n Six members of the Crittenden
County FFA attended the Kentucky
State FFA Convention in Lexington.
Attending were Stacia Snow, Kari
Buntin, Cortni Head, Corey Bruns,
Daniel Patton and Matt Papineau.
Representing the Pennyrile Region,
Papineau participated in the state
poultry impromptu contest, while Kari
Buntin participated in the state spe-
ciality animal impromptu and animal
production proficiency contests. She
placed third in impromptu and sec-
ond in production. Buntin was also
selected as a State Star Farmer in
agriculture production. Logan Fox
won first in the region in ag entrepre-
neurship. Papineau and Buntin re-
ceived their state FFA degrees, the
highest achievement in state high
school FFA. Crittenden FFA placed
first in the state in Community Serv-
ice Challenge and also received the
Gold Emblem Chapter Award. 
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STAFF REPORT
A parade of first responders,

tractors and others made up a
caravan from Burna to Salem
last Thursday as family,
friends and neighbors wel-
comed home Stacey Howard,
who had been hospitalized,
battling for his life against
COVID-19 since last winter. 
The parade escort of automo-

biles bringing Howard home
started at Livingston Middle
School and ended at Nutrien

Ag Solutions in Salem, the
business that Howard owns
and operates.
Members of the community

lined the highway for miles
wielding signs stating “Wel-
come Home Stacey!” and
“God’s Miracle – Stacey
Howard.”

In February, the Salem man
was rushed to the hospital
where a protracted battle for
his health was underway.
Howard was diagnosed with

COVID-19 around Valentine’s
Day and it was a touch-and-go
situation for months.
Throughout the process,

Howard’s wife Shannon kept
their family and friends in the
loop, posting Stacey’s health
updates on Facebook.
Howard was treated at four

different hospitals as social
media was flooded with
prayers and shares.  Back
home in Salem, the community
came together, putting green

signs on lawns, reading “Pray
for Stacey.”
After five months away from

home, Howard was warmly
welcomed home by his com-
munity with open arms. The
entourage landed at Nutrien
where Howard spent a few mo-
ments chatting with workers
and their families. All were
overjoyed to see him again.
“His wife has kept us all up-

dated, so many people have
been praying for him. It is such

a blessing to see him come
home,” said Jessica Paris,
whose husband Justin works
for Nutrien Ag. “When the guys
got in their trucks to go meet
them (at the middle school), I
had tears in my eyes. All I
could think was, ‘They’re going
to get their guy!.’”
Howard said he loved the

homecoming party, and that
the sustained support and
“beautiful wife” kept him going
through his health ordeal.

SALES
Continued from page 1
what is happening here
is happening in other
places,” she said.
“They’re coming to the
store and buying appli-
ances and furniture.
These are nice families.
The pandemic has
pushed them here.”

“I had a call from a
guy in Colorado,” ex-
plains Defreitas, “who is
looking to relocate.
They’re shopping on the
internet and people are
seeing that property
taxes in California, Illi-
nois, New Jersey and
Michigan are a whole lot
higher than here. For
whatever reason, they’re
wanting out. And these
are not just deer

hunters.”
Most observers know

that hunting has led to
an influx of out-of-state
property owners over the
past 20 years or so and
while that market re-
mains firm, the new
forces are driven by a de-
sire for elbow room.

“We have 52 deer per
square mile in the county
and 22 people per square
mile,” says Defreitas with
a chuckle. “These folks
want to have room like
that. They want lower
taxes and to be able to
grow a vegetable garden
and maybe have some
chickens. With interest
rates still low, it’s afford-
able even though houses
are selling in many
places higher than listed
prices.”

Community welcomes home 5-month COVID survivor

Jessica Paris and
her children
Maddy, Maci and
Hadlee were
among those who
gathered last
week to welcome
Stacey Howard
home in style. At
right is Howard
acknowledging
the support he re-
ceived from the
community
throughout his
battle with
COVID-19.



sales
Yard sale, Thursday and Fri-
day, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 20 Ky. 297, 
Marion. Foot of Moore Hill 
at intersection of U.S. Hwy. 
60 and Ky. 297. Tupperware 
items, clothing, many more 
items. Reasonable priced 
items. Canceled if in case of 
rain. (1t-26-p)
Two family sale Thursday 
and Friday, 182 Country Club 
Drive, Marion, 7 a.m. Wom-
en’s� men’s and Eoys’ clothes� 
lots of toys, kitchenware and 
much more. (1t-26-p)
Friday & Saturday, 8 a.m.-3 
p.m., rain or shine. 331 Lily 
Dale Rd., between Crayne and 
Fredonia. Nothing left from last 
year. All new stuff. Dison ani-
mal vacuum cleaner, antique 
iron Eed� antiTue clocNs� men’s 
and women’s clothes all si]es� 
twin si]e Eed� armoire� Eicycle� 
twin sheets, new purses, 55 
gal. fish tanN with stand� Eed 
spread, pictures, knick knacks, 
quilts or sewing material and 
much more. (1t-26-p)
Jewelry Sale. Necklaces, 
bracelets, rings and earrings 
and some other items, 3167 
U.S. Hwy. 60 West, toward Sa-
lem. Saturday, July 3rd, 8 a.m. 
- 1 p.m. (1t-26-p)

wanted
Someone to sit part time with 
elderly lady in rent-free house. 
Ideal for someone who wants 
to live rent-free. Call (270) 704-
0022. (2t-27-p)

real estate
Property for sale: 2 BR, 1 bath 
house on 1.7 acres on Shady 
Lane in Marion, living room, 
kitchen, enclosed back porch; 
commercial lot on Spar Mill 
Road inside Marion city lim-
its; corner lot in Carrsville. For 
questions on any property, call 
(270) 704-1292 or (270) 704-
5784. (4t-29-p)

employment
The Crittenden County Con-
servation District has an open-
ing for a full-time Soil Conser-
vation Technician to provide 
technical support for State and 
Federal Cost Share Programs. 
Work will include scheduling 
installations, reviewing ap-
plication, and documenting 
conservation practices. Travel 
reimbursement is included. Of-
fice support includes assisting 
customers. Other duties may 
be assigned. An application 
may be picked up at the of-
fice at ��� (. %ellville 6t. or Ey 
.pdf from cynthia.a.davidson@
ky.nacdnet.net. Deadline to 
apply is July 15. (3t-28-c)
In-home caregiver wanted, 
primarily weekends, to assist 
with elderly man. Vaccination 
required. Pay is $15/hour, 
20-25 hours per week. (270) 
704-3244 or (270) 969-8130. 
(2t-27-p)
The Crittenden County Con-
servation District has an open-
ing for a full-time Soil Conser-
vation Technician to provide 

technical support for State and 
Federal Cost Share Programs. 
Work will include scheduling 
installations, reviewing ap-
plication, and documenting 
conservation practices. Travel 
reimbursement is included. Of-
fice support includes assisting 
customers. Other duties may 
be assigned. An application 
may be picked up at the of-
fice at ��� (. %ellville 6t. or Ey 
.pdf from cynthia.a.davidson@
ky.nacdnet.net. Deadline to 
apply is July 15. (3t-28-c)
Glass and Gla]ing help want-
ed....immediate openings! 
Lifting, carrying a must! Con-
struction experience and 
knowledge step to the front. 
Call (270) 388-5745, ask for 
Tony. (3t-26-p)
7he (arle C. Clements -oE 
Corps Academy is seek-
ing employees.  We offer a 
competitive salary� Eenefits 
package, and advancement 
opportunities.  Full-time, part-
time, and substitute positions 
available. MTC is an equal 
opportunity employer-Minori-
ty/Female/Disabled/Veteran.  
To view current openings and 
Tualifications and to apply� 
please visit our website: www.
mtcjobs.com.  “Building Tomor-
row’s )utures 7odayµ ��t����p�
Reliable workers needed! Full-
time, 1st & 2nd shift positions 
available now!  Strong Solid 
Company with a Bright Future! 
Good starting wage $10 & up 
based on skill & experience. 
Must pass background & drug 
screen.  Apply at Liberty Tire 
Recycling, 2071 US 60 West, 
Marion KY or email resume 
to hmaloney@libertytire.com. 
Call for more info 270-965-
����. (Tual 2pportunity (m-
ployer.  (6-tfc)

services
Honest handyman, quality 
work: Pressure washing, tree 
work/trimming, landscaping, 
painting/staining, woodwork-
ing, antique furniture repair, 
home maintenance, vinyl sid-
ing and much more. Call or text 
(270) 704-0732. (4t-26-c) ks
C21C5(7( :25.� 3arNing 
lots, garages, steel buildings, 
walls, sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions, rock drive-
ways, clean ditches. Call for 
quote (270) 724-4672, Joe 
Mattingly Concrete Construc-
tion. (12t-35-p)

notice
Notice: A 2004 Ford F-150 Su-
per Crew (red) owned by Scott 
and $nna (asterwood and left 
on Ky. 91 by Cave In Rock Fer-
ry will be sold for tow bill and 
storage fees. One Main Finan-
cial, lien company; Vin#IFT-
PW14564KC56551. Contact 
Steve Cooper (270) 704-0943. 
(3t-25-p)

legal notices
C20021:($/7H 2) 

.(178C.< C5I77(1'(1 
CIRCUIT COURT CIVIL AC-

TION NO. 20-CI-00083
$0(1'(' 127IC( 2) 

6$/(
'$< 2) -81(� ����� I will on
thereafter as possible at the 
Courthouse door in the City 
of Marion, Crittenden County, 
Kentucky, proceed to offer for 
sale to the highest and best 
bidder the following described 
real property located in Critten-
den County, Kentucky, to-wit:
Property Address: 100 S. Main 
Street, Marion, KY 42064 PVA 
Map No.: 058-20-30-001.00

'(6C5I37I21�
Tract 2:

The following described land 
lying in Marion, Crittenden 
County� .y.� and at the (ast 
end of the Masonic Lodge lot, 
and %(GI11I1G at the 1orth 
(ast corner of said /odge lot 
on Belleville Street, and run-
ning in line with the present 
line of the lodge lot an (ast 
course 6(9(17((1 ���� feet� 
thence running South, making 
a right angle� 7:(17< 6I; 
(26) feet to a point in line with 
the South line of the lodge lot, 
thence running a west course 
with said line to the 6outh (ast 
corner of said lodge lot, thence 
North with the lodge lot to the 
beginning.

Tract 3:
All that lot or parcel of land 
situate and being in the Town 
of Marion, Crittenden County, 
Kentucky and bounded as fol-
lows to-wit:
%(GI11I1G on the 6outh 
West corner of the Masonic 
Lot running thence with Main 
Street S 5 feet to a Stake, 
thence (. �� feet to a 6taNe� 
thence N 26 feet to a stake on 
Madison Street, thence West 
with Madison Street 20 feet to 
the 1orth (ast corner of the 
Masonic Lot, thence with the 
line of said Masonic Lot South 
�� feet to the 6outh (ast cor-
ner of the Same, thence West 
to the Beginning- together with 
all and singular the appurte-
nances thereunto belonging or 
in any wise appertaining.

Tract 4:
All that lot of ground situate 
lying and being in the county 
and State aforesaid & town of 
Marion being the North West 
corner of lot No. 38 on the plan 
of said town and bounded as 
follows, to-wit:
%(GI11I1G at a staNe corner 
of Main and Bellville Street, 
thence with Bellville Street 
near an (astwardly course for-
ty seven feet to a stake, thence 
a southwardly course twenty 
one feet to a stake, thence a 
Westwardly course with the 
line of J. W. Blues lot, forty 
seven feet to a stake on Main 
Street thence Southwardly 

with Main Street twenty one 
feet to the beginning being an 
oblong square fronting 21 feet 
on Main with 47 feet on Bell-
ville Street together with all and 
singularly the appurtenances 
thereunto belonging or in any 
wise appertaining.
A plat of said property is re-
corded with deed of record in 
Deed Book 154, page 358, in 
the Crittenden County ClerN’s 
2ffice.
PAULA COLLINS
vs.
7H20$6 -. H$:7H251(
PLAINTIFF
'()(1'$176
8TH
By virtue of a Judgment and 
Order of Sale rendered by the 
Crittenden Circuit Court on the
THURSDAY, JULY 21, 2021
, at the hour of 9:00 a.m. or as 
soon

Conditions:
5(6(59$7I21� 7here is re-
served and retained unto the 
grantors the rear portion of the 
property herein conveyed con-
sisting of the tow store struc-
ture situated on a lot ��’ �µ 
(running along Bellville Street) 
and ��’ �µ running along the 
back alley). The parking space 
retained by the grantors is 
contained in this footage. The 
property herein retained unto 
the grantors is further de-
scribed on the plat attached 
hereto as ([hiEit ´$µ as ´7wo 
Story Structure retained by 
6teeleµ and was previously 
described on said plat as: “CM. 
d. E. � pg. ���µ �5emainder�. It 
is the intent of the parties that 
the grantors retain the two sto-
ry structure and thereal estate 
upon with such structure is lo-
cated.
6285C( 2) 7I7/(� %eing 
the same property conveyed to 
Thomas J. Hawthorne, a single 
person, and Paula Collins, a 

single person, as joint tenants 
with rights of survivorship, by 
Keith R. Steele et ux by Deed 
dated February 28, 1997 and 
recorded in Deed Book 177, at 
Page 33. See also Deed from 
5oEert %. )ra]er� 7rustee� to 
Paula Collins, dated August 
7, 2020 and recorded in Deed 
Book 241, at Page 57 for the 
purpose of severing the sur-
vivorship rights of the parties 
in the subject real estate. All 
references to the Crittenden 
County Court ClerN’s 2ffice.
Subject to all restrictions, con-

ditions, covenants, and to all 
legal highways and ease-
ments.
7H( '(6C5I37I21 2) 7H( 
3523(57< C219(<(' 
H(5(I1 :$6 3529I'(' 
72 7H( '5$)760$1 %< 
7H( 3/$I17I)) $1' 7H( 
'5$)760$1 '2(6 127 
C(57I)< 7H( $CC85$C< 
2) 6$0( 125 $1< (;I67-
I1G ($6(0(176.
7he current year’s property 
taxes will be paid by the pur-
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NOTICE OF ONLINE PUBLIC HEARING

Lyon & Caldwell Counties, Ky
Item #: 1-187.31

US 641 Virtual Public Hearing

Monday, July 19, 2021
6 – 7 p.m., CDT

Register at www.641connect.com

   The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) will hold a virtual public hearing 
from 6 – 7 p.m., CDT, Monday, July 19, 2021, to update the public about a 
project to widen and improve U.S. 641 between Eddyville and Fredonia. Following 
years of careful study, this project will reconstruct approximately 9.2 miles of 
U.S. 641, widening the corridor from two lanes to four. The purpose of this virtual 
hearing is to update citizens about the preferred alternate route, present �ndings 
of the Environmental Assessment, and receive public comments.

   Maps, the Environmental Assessment, and additional information about the 
project are available online at www.641connect.com. The public hearing will be 
conducted online via a Zoom meeting, beginning with a presentation from KYTC 
representatives and concluding with public comments and questions. Attendees 
will be required to register for the event in advance at www.641connect.com. 
After registering, attendees will receive an email with instructions for accessing 
the hearing. The hearing will be recorded, transcribed and made available on the 
project website.

Ways to submit a public comment:
– Submit a comment using the form on the project website: www.641connect.com
– Send an email to: info@641connect.com
– Call 1-888-641-0036 to leave a voicemail of your comment
– Mail your comment to Chris Kuntz; KYTC District 1 Of�ce; 
  5501 Kentucky Dam Rd; Paducah, Kentucky 42003
– Make a written statement during the July 19 public hearing using the “chat” 
  function of the Zoom meeting.
– Make a verbal statement during the July 19 public hearing

   Please sign up to speak in advance by registering for the Zoom meeting at 
www.641connect.com and sign up to make a verbal statement. Each attendee 
will be given 3 minutes to speak. Public comments will be accepted through 
August 6, 2021. All comments will become part of the of�cial hearing record. 
Once compiled, the hearing record will be made available for review and copying 
only after an Open Records Request has been received and approved. All Open 
Records Requests must be submitted to the KYTC Of�ce of Legal Services,
Attn: Open Records; 200 Mero St; Frankfort, Kentucky 40622.

   Questions regarding the public hearing or project should be 
directed to 1-888-641-0036 or info@641connect.com.

   In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), if you have 
a disability for which the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet needs to provide 
accommodation, please notify Chris Kuntz by calling 270-898-2431 or using the 
contact information above by July 13, 2021.

CLASSIFIEDS continued on pg. 6
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Mt. Zion ag news make Fords Ferry headlines
Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 

Don
GATEWOOD
Guest columnist

Politically
Speaking

Chris
EVANS
Press publisher

About
Town

Justice Bill
CUNNINGHAM
Kentucky Supreme Court

Benchmarks

Rev. Lucy
TEDRICK
Guest columnist

Religious and
Political Views

Daryl K.
TABOR
Press editor

My 2¢
Worth

Mark
GIRTEN
Guest columnist

Pastor’s
Pen

Perry
NEWCOM
Crittenden County
Judge-Executive

Judge’s
Journal

Linda
DEFEW
Guest columnist

Defew’s
Views

(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)

Allison
EVANS
Sta� writer

Write
Now

Regina
MERRICK
CCPL director

@ Your
Library

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Thanks to the local chat-
ty and informative Ford’s 
Ferry correspondent to 
The Press, we can have a 
look back at what was go-
ing on in the town of Ford’s 
Ferry in 1917, as well as 
the surrounding areas, 
business on the Ohio and 
even some world news.

–––
Crittenden Press, July 10, 

1917
The farm products are 

all growing nicely in this 
neighborhood at the pres-
ent time, and the prospects 
for a good crop are usual-
ly bright.  We do not think 
that many of the American 
people are likely 
to starve, not-
withstanding all 
the predictions 
which have been 
made to that ef-
fect.

Most enthu-
siastically do 
we endorse the 
great aeroplane 
const ruc t ion 
program which 
is being pro-
mulgated by the 
American War 
Department and 
which calls for 
the expenditure 
of $600,000,000 
in the building of 
aircraft for mil-
itary purposes. 
The airship has proven 
to be extremendously im-
portant factor in the pres-
ent Jreat conflict� and if 
the Allies can maintain the 
complete upper hand in 
the sky they will conquer 
the enemy much quicker 
than they would without 
the aid of this great advan-
tage.

Your correspondent 
took a real nice bicycle 
ride a few week ago, and 
after it was all over he also 
experienced a real nice 
fainting spell – the only 
time during his whole life 
that he has ever collapsed 
from over-exertion, thus 
proving that bicycle riding 
is harder work than any 
farm work.

There are many people 
who claim that the steam-
boat has long since passed 
its great era of usefulness. 
We do not deny this asser-
tion which so many peo-
ple are making but we do 

deny any statement which 
says that the steamboat is 
of no further use whatever.  
For many years to come 
the river commerce will be 
profitable and beneficial 

for quite a num-
ber of people.

The railroad 
may still be the 
principal means 
of transporta-
tion, but it is 
certainly not 
the only means.  
There is no like-
lihood whatever 
of the steam-
boat being en-
tirely done away 
with any time 
during the im-
mediate future.

Candidates 
are thicker than 
fleas in AuJust 
and each one 
of them is try-

ing to impress the people 
what a tremendously fine 
fellow he is, and what a 
catastrophe it would be 
for the county if he is not 
nominated and elected.  
We are afraid there will be 
quite a number of disap-
pointed when the final test 
is made at the polls.  It is 
utterly impossible for every 
office seeNer to be elected� 
but some benefit at least 
will accrue from their can-
didacy.  They will at least 
practice courtesy and po-
liteness during the period 
in which they are running 
for office even thouJh they 
should relapse back into 
the old rut after it is all 
over.

:e are hiJhly Jratified 
to know that Gen. John 
J. Pershing will be on the 
Commandeering Chief of 
the American army which 
will be put upon the fiJht-
ing line in Europe.  Ac-
cording to all appearance, 

Pershing is possessed of 
unusual qualities as a 
military leader and we be-
lieve that he will conduct 
the operations in a most 
skillful energetic matter.  
8nder his able an efficient 
leadership, the American 
troops will not suffer more 
than half the losses which 
they would sustain if they 
were directed by a head-
strong man like Roosevelt.

Quite a number of peo-
ple from this vicinity at-
tended Children’s day at 
Mr. Zion on Sunday, July 
8, and it certainly proved 
to be some entertainment 
indeed.  Mt. Zion has long 
been noted for the im-
mense crowds which have 
gathered at that place, and 
we think that the last big 
crowd was just as large as 
any that have ever been 
seen at Mt. Zion.  

There were people from 
almost every part of the 
county including a consid-
erable number from Mari-
on.  People came in auto-
mobiles, in buggies and 
almost every other variety 
of vehicles imaginable.  
For fear of falsely misrep-
resenting the situation, we 
will not say that everybody 
e[perienced a fine time 
for somebody is always 
half sick or feeling bad on 
an occasion like that.  We 
firmly believe� however� 
that the great majority of 
those who were present 
enjoyed themselves nicely 
and were well pleased with 
the entertainment, which 
consisted of a beautiful 
arranged program on the 
parts of both the children 
and grown ups who partic-
ipated in the exercises.  

A number of excellent 
recitations were rendered 
by the children in the 
morning and a number of 
splendid songs were given 

by the Marion quartette in 
the afternoon.

In addition to many oth-
er things, the people were 
also treated to a nice din-
ner, so sumptuous and 
maJnificent as to be fit 
for the gods.  It was a day 
which will be long remem-
bered by those who were 
present.

–––
November 29, 1917

A number of splendid 
potato crops have been 
harvested in this part of 
the county during the past 
few weeks. The potatoes of 
the present year are un-
usually large and thrifty 
and some of the crops in 
this county have averaged 
at least 1000 bushes per 
acres.

The river is rising, ris-
ing and the steamboats 
are chugging, chugging as 
they play backward and 
forth up and down the 
great stream.  The river 
commerce seems to be un-
usually active the present 
year and a large amount 
of stuff is being shipped by 
water.

The transportation fa-
cilities of the railroads are 
completely overcrowded at 
the present time, which 
explains in a large mea-
sure the greatly increased 
activities of the steam-
boats.

A patent medicine vend-
er recently visited this 
community and endeav-
ored in a most conscien-
tious manner to convince 
some of the people that 
his medicine was the real, 
genuine stuff for all people 
who are afflicted with bad 
health. He refused to put 
any satisfactory guarantee 
behind his medicine, how-
ever, and was somewhat 
disappointed on account 
of his lack of success in 

this neighborhood.  Your 
correspondent has got 
but little confidence in the 
great majority of the med-
icines which are being ad-
vertised and at the present 
time. There is no medicine 
in the world which is equal 
to the pure air, good wa-
ter and bright sunshine 
which God has given us.

A large amount of splen-
did sorghum was pro-
duced in the neighbor-
hood during the present 
season, which is quite 
remarkable when we take 
into consideration the un-
usually inclement weather 
which prevailed during the 
month of October.

Uncommonly large frost 
and even freezes failed to 
damage a large part of the 
cane in this vicinity and 
only one crop was dam-
aged so badly that it could 
not be made up.  There is 
something rather strange 
and unexplainable about 
sugar cane. Sometimes a 
single frost will ruin a crop 
of cane but there are other 
things when even a series 
of continuous freezes will 
not seriously damage it.

Your correspondent re-
cently visited the Semi-
nary School and he was 
treated in a real nice man-
ner by the teacher and the 
pupils. Your pencil pusher 
was ardently requested 
to deliver a speech for the 
benefit of the school and 
after some persuasion he 
finally ventured upon the 
floor and Jave his listen-
ers a number of his ideas 
and opinions in regard to 
education and also narrat-
ed a number of his school 
experiences when he was 
a little boy.  

Both teacher and pu-
pils seemed to appreciate 

the address and your cor-
respondent was invited 
to come back again and 
make another talk, all of 
which he agreed to.

Walter Hughes, of ‘Pos-
sum Ridge, who is now a 
member of Uncle Sam’s 
National Army at Camp 
Zachary Taylor, has re-
cently won a gold medal 
in a biJ fiddlinJ contest 
which was held at that 
place.  According to some 
reports, this medal was 
emblematic of the cham-
pionship of the American 
soldiers who are situated 
at the camp.  

The people of Crittenden 
should be proud that one 
of our boys was fortunate 
enough to win this import-
ant honor.  Mr. Hughes 
was distinguished on ac-
count of this ability as a 
violinist and he has prac-
ticed a great deal with this 
instrument during the 
past 10 years.  

In addition to his mu-
sical accomplishments 
he is also a good marks-
man and this Tualification 
combined with his husky 
strength and endurance 
will enable him to make 
a splendid soldier, one 
which our country can 
well be proud of.

–––
The writer of these news 

items was unidentified� 
but I sure enjoyed read-
ing his newsy articles, as I 
hope you will also.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local histo-
ry can be found at OurFor-
gottenPassages.blogspot.
com).

Alma (McConnell) and Charles Dowdy standing in front 
of their home in Fords Ferry in the early 1900s. This 
once beautiful little homeplace was located on the left 
side of the main road as you entered into the village, 
known as the Dowdy place. Picture shared by the late 
Patsy Ledbetter of Cave in Rock.

Fords Ferry in the early 1920s pictured on the right is a family dwelling, middle 
building was the community store, post office and living quarters.  The last building 
on the left was a millinery shop.

chaser of the property.
Purchaser may pay cash 
or said property will be sold 
upon payment of 10% de-
posit, with the balance upon 
credit of 30 days, the pur-
chaser shall execute a good 
and sufficient Eond with ap-
proved surety thereon for 
the purchase price, the bond 
to bear interest at the rate of 
6%per annum from the date 
thereof, until paid, and to 
have the force and effect of 
a judgment, but a lien shall 
be retained on said property 
to further secure the pay-
ment of the purchase price. 
At his option, the purchaser 
may pay cash or pay the 
bond with accrued interest 
at any time before its ma-
turity. Said sale to be made 
free and clear of any and all 
liens, claims, rights, title, and 
interest of any and all parties 
to this action. The purchaser 
will be prepared to promptly 
comply with these terms or 
the said property will imme-
diately be offered again for 
sale.
In accordance with Kentucky 
Supreme Court Administra-
tive Order 2020-43 health 
and safety measures to in-
clude social distancing and 
the use of facial coverings 
over the nose and mouth will 

be required at sales.
GIVEN under my hand this 
the 23rd day June, 2021.
/s/ Stephen M. Arnett
STEPHEN M. ARNETT 
Special Master Commis-
sioner

 CERTIFICATE OF
SERVICE

I hereby certify the foregoing 
document was electronically 
filed with the Crittenden Cir-
cuit Clerk and that a true and 
correct copy was served, 
electronic mail and/or U.S. 
mail, postage pre- paid this 
the 23rd day of June, 2021, 
to the following:
Robert B. Frazer
VIA: bfrazer@frazer-law.
com
William Clint Prow /s/ Ste-
phen M. Arnett VIA: prow-
law@gmail.com Stephen M. 
Arnett
(3t-28-c) 140
Notice is hereby given that 
on June 23, 2021 Dale Will-
ingham of 1071 Lilly Dale 
Rd., Marion, Ky. 42064 
was appointed executor of 
Emma Nell Willingham, de-
ceased, whose address was 
107 Willingham Lane, Mar-
ion, Ky. 42064. Robert B. 
Frazer, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said claims against 
said estate are hereby no-
tified to present the same 
properly proven as required 
by law to the executor be-
fore the 23rd day of Decem-
ber, 2021 and all claims not 

so proven and presented by 
that date shall be forever 
barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-26-c)
I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of 
Crittenden County District 
Court, Marion, Ky. do certify 
that the following has filed 
notice of Final Settlement: 
Dee Ann Thompson of 1299 
Mount Sterling Rd., Brook-
port, Ill. 62910, executrix 
of Alton Dykes, deceased, 

whose address was 509 
West Gum St., Marion, Ky. 
42064.
The foregoing settlement is 
to be heard at the regular 
session of Crittenden Dis-
trict Court on July 28, 2021. 
All persons having excep-
tions to said settlements are 
to file same at once.
Melissa Guill, Clerk
Crittenden District Court 
(1t-26-c)
Notice is hereby given that 
on June 23, 2021 Steve R. 
Hackney of 11507 W. 1100 
N., DeMontle, In. 46310 was 
appointed administrator of 
Carol Diane Hackney, de-

ceased, whose address was 
176 Zion Cemetery Rd., Sa-
lem, Ky. 42078. Rebecca J. 
Johnson, agent for service 
of process. 
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereEy notified to present 
the same properly proven as 
required by law to the agent 
for process on or before the 
23rd day of December, 2021 

and all claims not so proven 
and presented by that date 
shall be forever  barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-26-c)

CLASSIFIEDS
Cont. from pg. 5
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Last summer was 
strange at our house. We 
stayed busy enough, but 
we missed our normal 
summer trips. The things 
we missed most were 
summer camps. There is 
the traditional 
version of camp 
for a week or 
two at a facil-
ity away from 
town. There is 
also the sum-
mer mission 
trip to other 
places to help 
for a few days 
with housing, 
water, food or 
schools. The 
second version 
tends to be for 
older children 
and adults, 
but I have seen 
plenty of fami-
lies doing this. 

The American 
version of summer camp is 
one of the great traditions 
that has grown up in our 
nation since the 1960s. 
There are many older ones 
(scouts and civic clubs), 
but there was a definite 
surge in the three decades 
following WWII. My own 
experience with camps is 
limited to five places in two 
countries. It is my opinion 
that summer camps play 
an underappreciated role 
in our society. Here are 
a few reasons why from 
where I am.

I wrote in this space a 
couple of years ago about 
a conversation I had with 
a young man (12-year-
old) while we were work-
ing hard on a hot day. He 
said, “Man, this is fun!” I 
looked at him and said, 
“Fun! You think this is 
fun?” He thought for a 
moment and passed on 
what I believed he was 
learning, “Ok, maybe not 
fun, but it is satisfying.” 
He had connected hard 
volunteer labor with en-
joyment and satisfaction.

I cannot count the 

number of young men 
and women who have had 
moments like this. Sweat-
ing and dirty, with a smile 
on their face, learning 
the value of working for a 
common cause for no oth-

er reason than 
that the work 
needs to be 
done. At camp, 
some kids learn 
to make their 
beds, pick up 
after them-
selves and work 
in teams.

Every camp 
session I see 
young people 
who are leav-
ing better peo-
ple than they 
were before. 
Some (those 
who come from 
bigger cities) 
see a part of the 
world they nev-

er knew existed outside of 
a screen. Some encounter 
the countryside and na-
ture for the first time. At 
one camp session in the 
U.K., I gave permission for 
a few boys (about 14) to 
leave the swimming area 
and go to their cabins to 
change. After a couple 
minutes they came back, 
still cold and wet and 
stood next to me. I asked 
why they came back. Their 
reply, “The beasts will not 
let us pass.” I had no idea 
what they were talking 
about until I walked with 
them to the edge of the 
field. Between us and 
their cabin was a small 
group of cows. They were 
terrified. By the end of the 
week they were comfort-
able with the beasts.

Some learn how to han-
dle conflict in new ways 
that can end in friend-
ships rather than alien-
ation. One of the great 
blessings of summer 
camp is the friendships 
that are born and survive 
– sometimes into adult-
hood. 

I have also been doing 
this long enough to see 
young campers return 
year after year and have 
the opportunity eventu-
ally to be counselors in 
cabins or lead activities. 
For our older high school 
and college-age students, 
camp provides a great 
place to learn leadership 
and what it means to be 
responsible for other peo-
ple. For some it is the first 
time they have to work 
through differences with 
other leaders or be a part 
of the solution rather 
than a generator of drama 
– some learn faster than 
others.

Some camps become 
the keeper of stories and 
traditions. There are 
strange songs and special 
words and odd customs 
at most camps. There is a 
common language and ex-
pectation. All these things 
are important in building 
community and character 
in our children. One of my 
favorite evenings at one 
camp I work with is the 
retelling of how the camp 
came to be. Some, by the 
time they age out of camp, 
will have heard the story a 
dozen times or more. They 
understand that they are 
recipients of generations 
who gave, worked, and 
sacrificed their time to cre-
ate the place where they 
are sitting. 

So far this spring we 
have been able to attend 
two graduations, a wed-
ding and now camp! Life 
is returning to normal for 
us in the United States. If 
you have an opportunity, 
work at a camp, donate 
your money to sponsor a 
child or make improve-
ments. Summer camps of 
all sorts are needed and 
are a blessing to all of us.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Summer camp is back

n Dr. Brent Brantley will 
have an author book sign-
ing from 9 a.m.-noon at 
Crittenden County Public 
Libary on Sat., July 3.  

n The Clothes Closet of 
the First Baptist Church in 
Fredonia is open to serve 
the area with free clothes. 
For the time being, the 
Clothes Closet is operat-
ed outdoors from 1-3 p.m. 
each Thursday. Please 
observe social distancing. 
The Clothes Closet will be 
closed in case of rain. 

n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon 
on the second and fourth 
Saturday of every month.

n First Baptist Church 
of Fredonia food pantry 
is open from 1 to 3 p.m. 
the third Thursday of each 
month in Coleman Hall of 
the church.

n The clothes closet at 
Mexico Baptist Church is 
open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
each Monday.

n Cave Springs Baptist 

Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 
7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of the 
church.

Does Your Congrega-
tion  Have  Something 
Planned?

Let us know. We post 
church notes here at no 
charge.

Email to thepress@the-
press.com or call (270) 
965-3191

Church Events & News

Question: I’ve always 
wanted a right relation-
ship with God, but I know 
I can’t follow a list of do’s 
and don’ts to have the 
closeness I desire. Is 
there any hope for me? 

Answer: Yes, there 
is good news for you 
and everyone else. Our 
human tendency is to 
think we must do certain 
things to deserve to be 
forgiven for our sins.        

God certainly could 
have called for that but 
He didn’t design a list of 
do’s and don’ts to have 
a right relationship with 
Him.

The reason is God 

knew we could never be 
perfectly obedient and fol-
low the rules. So, He sent 
His Son, Jesus Christ, to 
come into our world and He 
did what we could never 
do. 

When you were hopeless 
in your sin, Jesus made 
your salvation possible by 
living a perfect life of obedi-
ence to God’s commands. 
His obedience was so com-
plete He could give His life 

as the perfect sacrifice to 
pay the price for your sins 
by dying on the cross.

 All that remains is for 
you to put your faith in Him 
as your Savior and Lord. 
“Everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be 
saved” (Rom. 10:13). 

God loves you and wants 
you to respond to the gos-
pel. I encourage you to 
believe Jesus is your res-
urrected Savior and to 
confess Him as your Lord 
today. Doing so is the be-
ginning of a life-long rela-
tionship with Him. 

 Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

God didn’t design a list of do’s and don’ts

Ask the Pastor
By Bob Hardison

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison
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MORE ONLINE: KEEP TRACK BETWEEN NEWSPAPERS
Want to keep track of what’s happening day to day around the com-
munity or in Rocket Sports? Visit The Press Online where you can
get breaking news and additional coverage between print issues.
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STAFF REPORT
A.H. Clement Road

south of Marion, which
had been closed since
June 17 due to a road-
way failure at a low-
water crossing, re-open
to traffic Monday.
The Kentucky Trans-

portation Cabinet is-
sued $16,400 in
emergency road aid
money to help the
county pay for repairs. 
Judge -Execu t i v e

Perry Newcom said the
full cost of the replace-
ment project was just
over $20,000.
Repairs include dig-

ging out the existing

concrete slab and plac-
ing four new 24-inch
tiles at the location. It
will be concreted over
with a 20 x 30 foot
slab.
The low-water cross-

ing area collapsed ear-
lier this month when a
large piece of agricul-
ture equipment went
over it. The road failure
was partly due to the
deterioration of four
metal culverts beneath
the concrete crossing,
said Judge Newcom.
A.H. Clement Road

connects Mott City
Road at Life in Christ
Church to Chapel Hill

Road to the west. 
“All of the work was

completed by the dedi-
cated employees of the
Crittenden County
Road Department and
funded in part by the
award of Emergency
Aid monies from the
Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet,” Judge
Newcom said. “ I thank
Gov. Andy Breshear
and Secretary Jim
Gray for their under-
standing and coopera-
tion that led to this
project being com-
pleted in a timely man-
ner.”

Crittenden County Road Maintenance personnel work to put the A.H. Clement Road low-
water crossing back together after it failed a few weeks ago.

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Farm
Service Agency (FSA)
began accepting nomina-
tions for county commit-
tee members on June 15.
Elections will occur in
certain Local Administra-
tive Areas (LAA) for these
members who make im-
portant decisions about
how federal farm pro-
grams are administered
locally. All nomination
forms for the 2021 elec-
tion must be postmarked
or received in the local
FSA office by Aug. 2.
“We need enthusiastic,

diverse leaders to serve
other agricultural pro-
ducers locally on FSA
County Committees,”
said Debbie Wakefield,
Acting State Executive
Director for FSA in Ken-
tucky. “Now’s your time
to step up and truly
make an impact on how
federal programs are ad-
ministered at the local
level to reach all produc-
ers fairly and equitably.”
Wakefield said agricul-

tural producers who par-
ticipate or cooperate in a
USDA program, and re-
side in the LAA that is up
for election this year,
may be nominated for
candidacy for the county

committee. A cooperating
producer is someone who
has provided information
about their farming or
ranching operation to
FSA, even if they have
not applied or received
program benefits. Indi-
viduals may nominate
themselves or others and
qualifying organizations
may also nominate can-
didates. USDA encour-
ages minority producers,
women and beginning
farmers or ranchers to
nominate, vote and hold
office.
Nationwide, more than

7,700 dedicated mem-
bers of the agricultural
community serving on
FSA county committees.
The committees are
made up of three to 11
members who serve
three-year terms. Pro-
ducers serving on FSA
county committees play a
critical role in the day-to-
day operations of the
agency. 

Committee members
are vital to how FSA car-
ries out disaster pro-
grams, as well as
conservation, commodity
and price support pro-
grams, county office em-
ployment and other
agricultural issues, said
Nina Hunt, the county
executive director for
Crittenden and Liv-
ingston counties.
LAAs are elective areas

for FSA committees in a
single county or multi-
county jurisdiction. This
may include LAAs that
are focused on an urban
or suburban area.
Producers should con-

tact their local FSA office
today to register and find
out how to get involved in
their county’s election.
They should check with
their local USDA Service
Center to see if their LAA
is up for election this
year. To be considered, a
producer must be regis-
tered and sign an FSA-
669A nomination form.
The form and other infor-
mation about FSA county
committee elections are
available at
fsa.usda.gov/elections.
Election ballots will be

mailed to eligible voters
beginning Nov. 1. 

Agricultural producers
who have not yet com-
pleted their crop acreage
reports after spring
planting should make an
appointment with the
Crittenden/Livingston
County Farm Service
Agency (FSA) before the
July 15 deadline for most
crops.
“In order to comply

with USDA program eligi-
bility requirements, all
producers must file an
accurate crop acreage re-
port by July 15 for most
crops,” said CED Nina
Hunt, FSA’s County Ex-
ecutive Director in Crit-
tenden and Livingston
counties.  “Our FSA staff
is available to assist pro-
ducers in completing
acreage reports, includ-
ing providing maps.”
An acreage report doc-

uments a crop grown on
a farm or ranch and its
intended uses.  Filing an
accurate and timely
acreage report for all
crops and land uses, in-
cluding failed acreage
and prevented planted
acreage, can prevent the
loss of benefits.
The following acreage

reporting dates are appli-
cable for Crittenden/Liv-
ingston County:
July 15 is the deadline

for perennial forage, CRP
and all other crops.
Service Center staff

continue to work with

agricultural producers
via phone, email and
other digital tools.  Be-
cause of the pandemic,
some USDA Service Cen-
ters are open to limited
visitors.  Contact the
Crittenden/Livingston
County FSA office to set
up an in-person or phone
appointment.
To file a crop acreage

report, you will need to
provide:
•Crop and crop type or

variety
•Intended use of the

crop
•Number of acres of the

crop
•Map with approximate

boundaries for the crop
•Planting date(s)
•Planting pattern,

when applicable
•Producer shares
•Irrigation practices
•Acreage prevented

from planting, when ap-
plicable 
•Other information as

required
The following excep-

tions apply to acreage re-
porting dates:
•If the crop has not

been planted by the

acreage reporting date
then the acreage must be
reported no later than 15
calendar days after
planting is completed.
•If a producer acquires

additional acreage after
the acreage reporting
date, then the acreage
must be reported no later
than 30 calendar days
after purchase or acquir-
ing the lease.  Appropri-
ate documentation must
be provided to the county
office.
Producers should also

report crop acreage they
intended to plant, but
due to natural disaster,
were unable to plant.
Prevented planting
acreage must be reported
on form CCC-576, Notice
of Loss, no later than 15
calendar days after the
final planting date as es-
tablished by FSA and
USDA’s Risk Manage-
ment Agency.
Noninsured Crop Dis-

aster Assistance Program
(NAP) policy holders
should note that the
acreage reporting date for
NAP-covered crops is the
earliest of the dates listed
above or 15 calendar
days before grazing or
harvesting of the crop be-
gins.
For questions, call the

Crittenden/Livingston
County FSA office at
270-988-2180

Emergency road aid helps
county repair A.H. crossing

ROAD RE-OPENED THIS WEEK

The Kentucky Highway Safety di-
vision is partnering with law en-
forcement agencies across the state
on the Not So Fast, Kentucky speed
awareness campaign through July
10. 
According to data, crash reports

and citation data indicates 31 per-
cent of crashes in Kentucky involve
a speeding or aggressive driver.
Males are the driver in 66 percent of
those speed-related crashes. 

Funds for the campaign were pro-
vided by the National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration and
distributed by KOHS to law enforce-
ment agencies who applied and
were approved for full-year grants. 
The KOHS provides the following

tips for dealing with speeding
and/or aggressive drivers:
Wear your seat belt!  It is your

best defense against injury and
death.

No So Fast, Kentucky

State’s holiday slogan for safety
Ballots are in the mail for
local LAA farm elections

Hunt reminds producers
of looming report deadline



He wandered around
the Somerset High
School football field in-
teracting with youngsters
in various ways and smil-
ing and laughing almost
constantly.

Former University of
Kentucky football star
Lynn Bowden felt right at
home in Somerset, the
reason he came back for
a second straight year to
do a camp for the Somer-
set Youth Football
League. 

“It means a lot for me
to be here. I
wish I had
opportuni-
ties like
this as a
young kid,”
B o w d e n
said. “I
know them
seeing me
out here …
I was once
them. It
just means
everything
to me.

“I wanted to bring my
son but I had a couple of
things I had to do before
and I knew he was going
to be running me crazy.
So next time when I come
back, I will bring him.”

Come back? Kerri
Brooks said Bowden,
who now plays for the
Miami Dolphins, told
league officials he “was
up” for making it a yearly
camp.

“I think he just sees
himself in some of the
kids and truly enjoys giv-
ing back. I was amazed
at his personality when I
met him last year. He far
exceeded our expecta-
tions,” Brooks said.

This was Bowden’s
only camp this summer
— “I am focusing on bet-
tering myself this offsea-
son,” Bowden said —
even though he hopes to
have one also next sum-
mer in Youngstown,
Ohio, his hometown.

“I was here last year
and feel like I am home
here just like I feel at
home in Lexington,”

Bowden said.  “It is fun.
It means a lot to me. I
was once one of those
young guys that didn’t
have nothing coming up.
Just being able to do this
now that I got stuff
means a lot to me.”

Bowden was even in
Somerset the day before
the camp to support a
COVID vaccination clinic.
He is fully vaccinated
and wanted to encourage
others to do the same.

He was just as encour-
aging with the campers
as he was in constant
motion finding a way to
work with or talk to as
many of the 115 campers
— and camp volunteers
— as he could. It might
have been running a
drill, taking part in a 7-
on-7 game or seeing if he
could throw a ball into a
target. He did it all and
that’s why he’s ready for
his young son to get
going. 

“I started about his
age. It’s about time for
him to get out and get
after it like I did,” Bow-
den said.

Bowden was a four-
star recruit out of
Youngstown, Ohio, who
had offers from Michigan
State, Michigan, Ne-
braska, Wisconsin and
even Ohio State. He was
the sixth leading rusher
in Ohio high school his-
tory with 7,387 yards
and 10th with 91 rushing
touchdowns. He was also
an all-state basketball
player who averaged 24
points, six rebounds and
seven assists per game
his senior season.

At Kentucky he had 67
catches for 745 yards
and five scores his soph-
omore season, returned
two punts for touch-
downs and ran back 27
kickoffs for 539 yards
when UK went 10-3.
However, he created his
legacy his junior season
when he moved to quar-
terback after four games.
He had a SEC record 284
rushing yards and four
touchdowns against

Louisville and finished
the regular season with
1,235 rushing yards and
11 scores. He also had
330 yards passing, 200
kickoff return yards and
30 receptions for 584
yards. 

He threw the game-
winning touchdown pass
to Josh Ali in the Belk
Bowl to end UK’s season
and his collegiate career.
Bowden also won the
2019 Paul Hornung
Award given to the na-
tion’s most versatile
player.

“Coming to Kentucky
for me was more of a
trust thing. They (UK
coaches) were from
Youngstown. I am from
Youngstown. I knew they
were going to have my
best interests (at heart),”
Bowden said. 

He’s proud he joined
players like Josh Allen,
Benny Snell, Lonnie
Johnson, Jamin Davis
and others to change the
direction of the UK foot-
ball program. 

“Now recruits look at
Kentucky like it is a top
school where they can go
and succeed because
they see other guys who
have succeeded,” Bow-
den said. “I spent a cou-
ple of hours with the
coaches and team before
I came here. They are
hard working young
men. They have a lot of
potential and I know they
are going to succeed this
year.

“Just having the
coaches around (that
they do), they are going
to get the best individu-
als. They might not be
the best at the start but
they will be the best at
the end (of their ca-
reers).”

Bowden was the 80th
overall pick in the 2020
NFL draft by the Las
Vegas Raiders in the
third round only to be
traded to Miami just a
few weeks into the sea-
son. He got his first ex-
tended playing time late
in the season and had

four catches for 41 yards
against Cincinnati before
making seven catches for
82 yards the next week
against Kansas City.

Bowden would not
share thoughts on his ex-
pectations for his second
NFL season.

“I kind of got in trouble
for talking about it, so I
will just let it play out
and see what happens,”
Bowden said. 

But he talked plenty to
the campers. It was al-
most non-stop chatter
from a player who did not
always say a lot during
his UK career. He said
the camp let him show
his personality.

“Just shows me out-
side of my shell. I have
spent most of my life in
my shell. I like to be out
and about, so I am here,”
Bowden said. 

So talking to young-
sters in kindergarten
through sixth grade was
more fun than an inter-
view with 20 or more
media members?

“That is like being in-
terrogated. This was
fun,” Bowden said.

--------------------------
Losing two players who

both have 10 Power 5
scholarship offers would
be a blow to any high
school football program
but Somerset coach Rob-
bie Lucas wishes nothing
but the best for twin
brothers Jacob and
Jerod Smith as they head
off to Loomis Chaffee
School in Connecticut.

The Smiths recently
turned 16 years old but
have scholarship offers
already from Kentucky,
Arizona, Ole Miss, Ne-
braska, Syracuse, Vir-
ginia, Louisville,
Tennessee, Boston Col-
lege and Rutgers.

“They both have the
body of a man,” Lucas
said. “They are young
kids who have a world of
potential. Athletically, get
them in front of you and
you can tell they can
move. They have a great
combination of skill and
size. Coaches see their
size and athleticism and
love it. They played two
years for us but are going
to redo the sophomore
year, so coaches love
what lies ahead for
them.”

Lucas thinks if they do
stay in high school three
more years they will “pre-
sent problems” for a lot of
teams. 

--------------------------
If Devin Booker is not

the best former Univer-
sity of Kentucky player in
the NBA right now, he
certainly has to be close.
And he put himself in
elite company with his
game one performance in
the Western Conference
Finals when he had 40
points, 13 rebounds and
11 assists — his first ever
triple-double — in a 120-
114 win over the Los An-
geles Clippers.

Only NBA superstars
LeBron James, Larry
Bird and Bill Russell

have ever led a team in
points, rebounds and as-
sists in a conference/di-
vision finals game before
Booker did it.

Booker has never been
one to brag on his play
and took the same hum-
ble attitude when asked
where that game ranked
among the big moments
in his career.

“That's for everybody
else to rank perform-
ances and such. I'm just
out there trying to do my
job and that's to win bas-
ketball games at all
costs,” Booker said. 

Booker said his “old-
school game” comes from
growing up in Grand
Rapids, Mich., and then
moving to Moss Point,
Miss. He said that made
him figure out two differ-
ent cultures and why
people act the way they
do.

He’s also that rare
player who can still score
effectively with a mid-
range shot.

“That's pretty much
been my game my whole
life. I never shied away
from it and I never have
not took those shots,” he
said. “I feel that's what a
lot of defenses give up,
living by the so-called an-
alytics. But if you put
your work in and you
shoot those shots at a
high clip, that's tough for
a defense to guard be-
cause that's what they
have been giving up all
season. 
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Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views

Bowden at home with summer football camps

TICKS
Continued from page 1
said Anna Pasternak, a

graduate researcher of
ticks at the University of
Kentucky.

Pasternak is part of the
Kentucky Tick Surveil-
lance Program, which
has been collecting infor-
mation on ticks in the
state since January
2019. 

That said, Kentucky
provides a perfect home
for ticks, with its warm,
humid summer days, an
abundance of   wooded,
leafy areas in both rural
and urban places, and
plenty of hosts to feast
upon, she said. And
though they are most
prevalent in the summer,
in Kentucky, she said,
"It's always tick season."

Pasternak said the best
way to minimize your
risk for tick-borne dis-
ease is prevention, which
includes things like spay-
ing your clothes, shoes,
socks and hats with an
insect repellent like Per-
methrin before heading
outdoors, and doing reg-
ular tick checks through-
out the day.

"The first line of de-
fense that you have
against ticks and tick-
borne disease is making
sure they don't get on
you or your pets or chil-

dren," she said. 
And if you do get bit-

ten, she said it's impor-
tant to remove the tick
properly, grasping it as
close to the skin as pos-
sible with a pair of tweez-
ers and pulling it straight
out with gentle, even
pressure. 

She cautioned that an
embedded tick will offer
some resistance when
you try to remove it, but
it will let go after a few
seconds. "You are much
stronger than the tick,"
she said.

She said many of the
home remedies used to
remove ticks end up agi-
tating them, which
causes it to vomit its gut
contents, which is where
the disease-causing
agents reside, into your
bloodstream. "You don't
want to speed up the dis-
ease process," she said.

Pasternak also encour-
aged Kentuckians to take
a picture of the tick or to

save it in alcohol or nail-
polish remover to help
your health-care provider
make a diagnosis if you
have symptoms of a tick-
borne illness. She said
this is important, since
symptoms may not show
up for week after the ini-
tial bite. 

Ways to protect your-
self from ticks are:

•Avoid grassy, wooded
and leaf-covered areas

•Keep grass and
shrubs trimmed and
cleared away

•Walk in the center of
walking trails

•Wear light-colored
clothes, which make it
easier to spot ticks

•Wear long pants
tucked into boots and
tuck in your shirts

•Use tick repellent that
has the repellent DEET
or picaridin

•Treat your clothes
with permethrin, which
repels and kills ticks

•Do a body check along
the way and at the end of
each day

•Check your pets and
equipment for ticks

•Shower within two
hours of potential expo-
sure, if possible

Pasternak said you can
run a lint roller over your
clothes and exposed skin
to locate very small
ticks. 

Washer/Dryer Method
To kill ticks on cloth-

ing, tumble dry for 10
minutes or wash them
in hot water. If clothes
can't be washed in hot
water, tumble dry for 90
minutes on regular heat
or 60 minutes on high.

STUDY
Continued from page 1

them,” said Anna Paster-
nak, a doctoral student
doing her dissertation on
ticks and tick-borne ill-
nesses. “Dragging is one
method. You pull a one-
meter by one-meter cor-
duroy sheet that’s
attached to pole along
areas where ticks might
be, and they will grab
onto the material. There
is another method known
as flagging. It’s similar,
but instead of dragging
it, you wave it back and
forth in tall grass or tall
bushes.”

An individual’s body
chemistry can determine
whether ticks are highly
attracted to that person.
Ticks have sensing
mechanisms – heat-seek-
ing, chemical-signal
radars in their legs – that
help them locate hosts,
to which they attach then
inject a complex molecu-
lar cocktail to inhibit
pain, prevent blood clot-
ting and suppress the
immune system. It’s all
designed to foster a free-
flowing blood meal from
the host – commonly a
human or other warm-
blooded creature.

Mosquitoes do much
the same, Pasternak
said. Ticks carry a num-
ber of diseases, particu-
larly lyme disease which
is becoming more com-

mon in Kentucky. 
“In my surveillance, I

have collected seven dif-
ferent species, but there
are variants that do not
typically come into con-
tact with humans so
there are probably tons
more.

The most common type
encounter is the Lone
Star and the other six are
the American Dog tick,
Black-Legged tick, Gulf
Coast tick, Brown Dog
tick and Native Rabbit
tick and the invasive
Asian Long-Horned tick.

The mission is to deter-
mine what species in-
habit particular counties,
or areas of the common-
wealth, and to determine
what diseases humans
might be at risk of catch-
ing if bitten.

Rachel Brown is an un-
dergraduate student
working as an intern on
the tick study, which is
officially commissioned
by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and other
agencies. Like Pasternak,
she cut her teeth study-
ing mosquitoes. Those
common vectors have a
number of similarities to
ticks. It’s odd, however,
the two admit that some
individuals react differ-
ently to mosquito and
tick bits, some bodies
even have varied reac-
tions depending on the
type of tick.

Their study aims to col-

lect ticks from every
county in Kentucky.
They are personally col-
lecting ticks in many
counties, and accepting
contributions from oth-
ers. Health departments,
clinics and other individ-
uals are providing speci-
mens. 

To avoid ticks, the two
science students say that
wearing long pants
tucked into boots is the
best precaution, but re-
pellants add another
layer of protection. They
recommend products
with at least 25 percent
active ingredient DEET
or repellants with Perme-
thrin.

It’s best to avoid put-
ting repellents directly on
your skin. If a tick
latches on, pull it off and
save it in case you de-
velop serious symptoms.
Lyme disease is more
prevalent in Kentucky
today, Pasternak says,
and that’s part of the im-
petus for her study.

“Ten years ago the
Black-Legged tick and
Lyme disease was not
something you really saw
in Kentucky,” she ex-
plains. “But that is
changing as Lyme dis-
ease is starting to spread
and pop up in new
areas.”

See our video from the
tick-finding trip at LBL
on The Press YouTube
Channel.

Rachel Brown, an undergraduate student at the University of Kentucky, picks ticks
from fabric she drug through high weeds. The ticks latch onto the cloth, then she
plucks them into a vial for further study back at the UK laboratory.
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LOCAL SPORTS
SWIMMING
Stingrays meets begin
Here is the Marion Stingrays swim
team schedule. Home meets are at
Marion Golf & Pool. The Stingrays
are coached by Patti Merrill.
July 1 Greenville, Murray, 5:30pm
July 8 Calvert City, 6pm
July 13 at Greenville, 5pm
July 20 at Madisonville, 6pm
July 28 Intrasquad meet, 6pm

FOOTBALL
Middle school practice
Crittenden County Middle School
football practice will begin Monday,
July 12. Practice is from 5-7 p.m.
Players should report to the middle
school football locker room in the old
gym and have a copy of their sports
physical on the first day of practice.

Junior Pro registration
A  specific date has not been set
for Junior Pro Football registration;
however, organizers say it will likely
be held at some point the last week
of July.

KHSAA
Dead period continues
The KHSAA dead period for sports
continues through next week. Stu-
dent-athletes may not receive
coaching or training from school per-
sonnel (either salaried or non
salaried) or use school facilities, uni-
forms, nicknames, transportation or
equipment in any KHSAA sanc-
tioned sport or sport-activity during
the dead period which began June
25 and runs through July 9.

HALL OF FAME
Coach in NFHS HoF
Tim Couch made a name for him-
self as a football star at Leslie
County High School and will be rec-
ognized as one of seven athletes
who will be inducted into the Na-
tional Federation of State High
School Associations National High
School Hall of Fame this week.
Couch will be inducted into the pres-
tigious Hall of Fame at the Orlando
World Center Marriott on July 1 in
Orlando, Fla.
The former University of Kentucky
quarterback set three national pass-
ing records during his prep career.
He completed 872 passes for
12,104 yards and 133 touchdowns.
He led Leslie County to a 13-1
record as a junior and completed 75
percent of his passes, a national
record that remained intact for 15
years. During his senior campaign,
Couch connected on 42 touchdown
passes and was named Kentucky
Mr. Football following a stellar prep
career.
Couch, just the 10th player from

Kentucky to be inducted into the
NFHS Hall of Fame, continued his
collegiate career at the University of
Kentucky. While with the Wildcats,
Couch threw for 8,159 yards and 73
touchdowns in his last two seasons
at Kentucky. Following his junior
season at Kentucky, Couch, a final-
ist for the Heisman Trophy in 1999,
was the No. 1 pick in the 1999 NFL
Draft and was selected by the
Cleveland Browns. He threw for
more than 11,000 yards and 64
touchdowns in his five seasons with
the Browns.

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons
Here are some of the key hunting
opportunities currently in season or
coming up soon: 
Bull Frog                   May 21 - Oct. 31 
Coyote                             Year Round
Groundhog                       Year Round
Turtles                              Year Round
Deer archery             Sept. 4 - Jan. 17
Deer crossbow       Sept. 18 - Jan. 17
Deer gun                  Nov. 13 - Nov. 28

FOLLOW THE PRESS ON TWITTER
@CrittendenPress for Alerts, Updates

FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE
www.The-Press.com  Sports Tab

Folow Crittenden County Sports
at The Press Online and our

social media platforms

Youth Camp
Almost 100 campers signed up for three days
of Rocket Youth Football Camp last week with
competition and instruction from CCHS football
coaching staff and varsity players. From of-
fense and defense to the ever-popular obsta-
cle course, the camp is a summertime tradition
and kid-favorite in Rocketland. Pictured at right
is head coach Gaige Courtney giving punting
instruction to five-year-old Aiden Oliver. Pic-
tured above are all of the campers. Award win-
ners during camp week were as follows: 5-6
year olds: 1. Cohan Sherer, 2. Wayon York, 3.
Chase Winders and Ryker Bryant; 7-8 year
olds: 1. Bode Merrill, 2. Axle Wood, Cooper
Rich, Ayden King and Axle Topp; 9-10 year
olds: Blake Madden, Hayden Hughes and
Charlie Hardin; 11-up: 1. Kobe Larue, 2. Car-
son Swedenburg, 3. Jantzen Gardner. Watch a
YouTube video from the camp at The Critten-
den Press’s YouTube channel.

Woodlands Nature Station at Land Be-
tween the Lakes will have extended
hours on Saturday, July 3, and Sunday,
July 4.
Woodlands Nature Station is located at

3146 Silver Trail Road, Cadiz, KY 42211.
Admission for is $7 for adults, $5 for
ages 5-17; free for ages 4 and under.
Encounter America’s national symbol,

Artemis the American bald eagle; a truly
American species, the red wolf; and wild
turkeys with their red, white and blue

coloration. All weekend the Nature Sta-
tion will have family-friendly program-
ming like live animal encounters, kids’
activities, and crafts and games, all ded-
icated in celebrating our country’s birth-
day. 
Discover America’s proud history of

conservation with the whole family.
There is so much to see and do that the
Nature Station is extending its hours to
7 p.m., on Saturday and Sunday during
the holiday weekend.

There are also canoe and kayak
rentals on Honker Lake. For more infor-
mation call 270-924-2299 or visit Face-
book @woodlandsnaturestation.
Fourth grade students can go to

https://everykidinapark.gov/, get their
free Every Kid in a Park pass, and get
their family in for free. For more infor-
mation, call the Nature Station at
270.924.2299.
See more at LBL.org.

KENTUCKY TODAY
Gov. Andy Beshear signed

an executive order last Thurs-
day that will allow student-
athletes in Kentucky to
receive fair compensation for
the use of their name, image
and likeness.
Beshear is the first gover-

nor to allow compensation for
name, image and likeness by
executive order, and says he
took the action after talking
with higher education offi-
cials and legislative leaders in
the state.
“This step was done in co-

operation with all of our pub-
lic universities as well as
leadership of both parties,”
said Gov. Beshear after sign-
ing the executive order.  “This
action ensures we are not at
a competitive disadvantage in
recruiting, and also that our
student athletes have the
same rights and opportuni-
ties as those in other states.
For any individual athlete,
their name, image and like-
ness are their own and no one
else’s.”
Leadership in the Kentucky

General Assembly voiced sup-
port for the executive action,
noting their intent to deal

with the topic in the 2022
regular session.
“This has long been an

issue of fairness for student-
athletes, but last week’s
Supreme Court ruling also
places our universities at a
competitive disadvantage as
other states move forward,”
said House Speaker David
Osborne, R-Prospect.  “These
temporary steps address the
immediate need, while we
continue working with uni-
versities and other stakehold-
ers to craft comprehensive
legislation for the 2022 regu-
lar session.”
“We’ve been working for two

years in the legislature with
Democrats and Republicans
to give our student athletes
control over their name,
image and likeness,” said
Senate Minority Leader Mor-
gan McGarvey, (D-Louisville).
“We can’t fall behind.  I’m glad
the Governor is stepping up
to make sure Kentucky’s stu-
dent athletes have the same
opportunities here that they
would in other states, and
Sen. Max Wise, Sen. Whitney
Westerfield and I remain com-
mitted to making sure protec-
tions like those in the

Governor’s executive order
become part of our law as
soon as possible.”
Officials at the state’s pub-

lic universities also spoke in
favor of the action.
“On behalf of our student

athletes at the University of
Louisville, we are incredibly
grateful for Gov. Beshear’s ex-
ecutive order allowing them to
earn compensation based on
their name, image and like-
ness,” said UofL Athletics Di-
rector Vince Tyra.  “Bringing
the state of Kentucky into
competitive balance with
other states across the coun-
try and, more specifically, the
Atlantic Coast Conference is
critical. The collaboration
with legislative leadership in
Frankfort is welcome and
needed in leveling the playing
field for our institutions and,
more important, for our stu-
dent athletes.”
“We would like to thank

Gov. Beshear for his leader-
ship on this emerging and
very important issue affecting
higher education,” said Presi-
dent Robert L. (Bob) Jackson
of Murray State University.
“This executive order will help
maintain consistency across

intercollegiate athletics by en-
suring that rules regarding
name, image and likeness are
fairly applied to our universi-
ties and student-athletes. We
believe our student-athletes
will benefit from this execu-
tive order which provides
much-needed direction for
our university athletic pro-
grams here in the Common-
wealth.”
On Monday, the U.S.

Supreme Court ruled against
the NCAA in a significant case
that challenged the associa-
tion’s ability to have national
limits on benefits for athletes
that are related to education,
but more broadly the case
has raised questions about
the NCAA’s ability to limit
benefits at all.
Nineteen states have

passed legislation to allow
such compensation for stu-
dent-athletes. Alabama,
Florida, Georgia, Mississippi,
New Mexico and Texas en-
acted laws that will take effect
July 1.  The NCAA Board of
Governors has preliminarily
approved changes to their el-
igibility rules to allow such
compensation.

Lady Rocket
Softball

Superlatives
Lady Rocket softball players recog-
nized during the year-end banquet
at Marion Golf & Pool recently are
(seated from left) Jessie Potter, var-
sity Rocket Award; Ashlyn Hicks,
varsity Highest Batting Average and
varsity Defense MVP awards; Kalli
Champion, varsity 110% award;
(back) Matthia Long, varsity Defen-
sive MVP; Chandler Moss, varsity
MVP; Anna Boone, JV Highest Bat-
ting Average; Elliot Evans, JV 110%
award; Jaycee Champion, JV
Rocket Award; Elle McDaniel, JV
Defensive MVP; and not pictured,
Aubre Conyer, JV MVP.

LBL offering America-themed holiday weekend

Collegiate athletes can be compensated;
Kentucky joins 19 states with similar laws
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STAFF REPORT
In an effort to bring its

fee structures in line with
other nearby utilities and
to help ensure that its
sewer system can keep
pace with future financial
liabilities associated with
building a new multi-mil-
lion-dollar treatment
plant, the City of Marion
wants to start charging
more for tap-ons, de-
posits and re-connection
fees.
City leaders are also

looking into a way of as-
suring it collects delin-
quent water bills.
Through the pandemic,
its unpaid bills grew
markedly. Although
COVID issues led to
greater risk for non-col-
lection of delinquent ac-
counts, the city has
historically had a signifi-
cant percentage of uncol-
lectable accounts, mostly
from renters who leave a
residence without pay-
ing.
Now, the city council is

considering tying unpaid
water and sewer bills to
the property itself, which
could lead to a lien on
the deed if not settled by
the property owner. The
idea holds landlords fi-

nancially responsible if
tenants skip out without
paying the city water and
sewer bill.
The number of owner-

occupied homes in Mar-
ion is less than 50
percent, meaning a large
number of houses are
owned by landlords and
occupied by renters.
There was no official

movement on that partic-
ular proposal, but formal
action was taken to begin
the process of raising
water and sewer service
fees.
An ordinance was pro-

posed at the June city
council meeting to raise
the water tap-on charges
to $600, sewer tap-ons to
$500, deposits for service
to $80 and reconnection
fees will start at $10 for
the first instance in a
year and go up to $25
and $50, respectively, for
subsequent reconnec-
tions. Reconnections are
typically needed after
service is halted due to
non-payment. The pro-
posed ordinance also
calls for a $75 flat rate

for reconnections outside
of normal business
hours.
City Administrator

Adam Ledford said he
surveyed other water and
sewer departments in the
area and found that Mar-
ion’s rates were the low-
est. 
“These are just some

house-cleaning items,
and surprisingly, even
with the changes we will
still be the low man on
the totem pole in most
cases. At least we’re cov-
ering our costs,” he said.
There are some addi-

tional charges for extra
services, such as larger
water lines. A standard
line is three-quarters of
an inch in diameter.
High-volume and com-
mercial users might need
larger lines.
The city has for years

been charging $300 for
tapping on to its water
system. 
“Materials to do that is

$430 alone,” Ledford
said, “not counting
labor.”
There will be no set

rate for larger lines. The
cost will be based on
labor and materials.

City Council
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                                  Confirmed              Currently in                Currently            Recovered                  
County                      Cases Ever           Home Isolation        Hospitalized              Cases                Deaths
Caldwell            1,273                  11                     1               1,229            32
Crittenden          730*                  18*                     0                 688              23
Livingston           870                    2                      2                 844              22
Lyon                  1,602                   2                      0               1,580            20
Trigg                  1,315                   4                      0               1,296            15
Total                  5,782                  30                     3               5,637           112
                              Source: Pennyrile District Health Department

FIVE-COUNTY AREA
Most info in this graphic current as of June 24.  *Updates with June  29 data.

STAFF REPORT
Downtown Marion was

abuzz last Wednesday
when a caravan of classic
cars rolled through at
mid afternoon.
There were 109 auto-

mobiles, most pre-World
War II vehicles, that
made a pit stop here on a
multi-state competition
known as the Great
Race. The 2,300-mile,
nine-day event started in
San Antonia, Texas and
finished at Greenville,
S.C., Sunday. The race

has been run since 1983
and this year’s winner re-
ceived a $50,000 grand
prize from a $158,750
purse.
“We leave in one-

minute increments and
drive to secret check
points,” said Rick Green,
one of the drivers from
Ohio. 
A computer-generated

system determines how
efficient the drivers have
been between waypoints. 
“We travel no faster

than 50 mph and we take
all backroads,” said Mike
Weaver, another driver
from Ocala, Fla.
The group left Cape Gi-

rardeau and had lunch
in Paducah on the morn-
ing it passed through
Marion. Their destination
that evening was Owens-
boro via state highways
like 120 and 139 through
rural Crittenden County. 
Next year’s Great Race

route will be from Rhode
Island to North Dakota.

Giant Drone
This giant drone was being flown by
Curby Crister of Associated Engineers at
the high school campus last week where
pre-construction surveying is being done
for a new Crittenden County High School.
The drone, which is about the same size
as a small riding lawn mower, is gas oper-
ated and equipped with sophisticated
laser imaging equipment. School officials
will meet with RBS Design Group later this month to discuss the next step, which
will be finalizing blueprints and advertising for bids on the project, estimated to cost
somewhere around $13.6 million. The new school will be built onto the north side of
Rocket Arena, and will allow middle schoolers to move into the current high school.
The 70-year old middle school will ultimately be phased out.

STAFF REPORT
A Marion man is in

custody after being in-
volved in a two-vehicle
crash Monday afternoon
in rural Crittenden
County.
Witnesses told officers

who arrived at the crash
site that the driver of a
black pickup involved in
the wreck had fled the
scene on foot with three
dogs that had been in the
truck, too. A few hours
later, Aaron Dickey, 22,
of Marion was arrested at
a home on KY 506 and
charged with leaving the
scene of an accident with
serious injury, which is a
Class D felony. Other
charges could be issued
as the investigation con-
tinues. There were also
multiple active warrants
from two other counties
for Dickey’s arrest.
The wreck occurred at

about 1 p.m., at the in-
tersection of Mexico
Church Road and KY 70. 
Sheriff Wayne Agent

said through his investi-
gation it appears Dickey,
driving eastward, may
have failed to stop at the
sign at the end of Mexico

C h u r c h
R o a d ,
pulling into
the path of
the other
v e h i c l e ,
which was
t r a v e l i n g
south on KY
70.
Witnesses told the

sheriff that Dickey fled
on foot from the scene,
leaving his wife, Kather-
ine Rose Dickey, 28, be-
hind and suffering from
minor injuries.
Jeretta Lafan, 59,

driver of the other vehi-
cle, was trapped inside
and had to be extricated
by the rescue squad. She
suffered serious injuries
and was flown from the
scene by AirEvac’s heli-
copter, which landed at
the parking lot of nearby
Mexico Baptist Church.
Lafan, who lives just

miles south of the crash
scene, was apparently
heading home when it
happened. According to
friends and family who
posted her status on so-
cial media, Lafan suf-
fered broken legs and

other injuries.
Dickey’s criminal and

traffic record is quite
lengthy. It includes mul-
tiple pending charges in
Caldwell and Lyon coun-
ties. His trouble with the
law dates back to at least
2015. He was first con-
victed of DUI in 2017 and
convicted of a second of-
fense in 2020.  Following
is a listing of the most re-
cent cases involving
Dickey:
Oct. 23, 2019 in Crittenden
Driving DUI suspended 
No insurance
Expired tags/registration
Pleaded guilty June 3, 2020

Nov. 27, 2019 in Crittenden
Possession of marijuana
Possession drug paraphernalia 
Pleaded guilty Sept. 9, 2020

Feb. 19, 2020 in Crittenden
Second-offense DUI
Pleaded guilty Sept. 9, 2020

Feb. 5, 2021 in Caldwell 
Driving DUI suspended 
Expired tags/registration
March 25, 2021 in Caldwell
Driving DUI suspended 
No insurance
April 26, 2021 in Lyon
Driving DUI suspended 
Violation of EPO/DVO

Crittenden EMS, Crittenden County Rescue Squad, Crittenden County Sheriff’s De-
partemnt and other first responders were called out to assist at the crash scene.

Classic cars from across the country made their way through Marion last week en
route to a South Carolina finish line in the 2,300-mile Great Race.

Downtown Marion abuzz for
Great Race mid-day pitstop

Driver facing felony charge after
fleeing scene from serious wreck

Dickey

15 cases here in 11-day period 
After May and early June saw the

pandemic wane considerably in Crit-
tenden County, newly confirmed cases
of COVID-19 have popped up here over
the past couple of weeks. 
During the seven-day period between

June 18-24, there were seven new
cases reported in the county; and in the
four-day period of June 25-28, there
were eight. During the first 17 days of
June, there were only three cases re-

ported in Crittenden County.
Crittenden County remains among

the state's lowest when it comes to per-
centage of population fully vaccinated.
Recent figures show that 25.5 percent
of the county has been inoculated. That
ranks among the lowest in western
Kentucky and the second lowest of all
neighboring counties. Union County
has a rate fractionally lower at 25.4
percent. 

Landlords could be held liable for
unpaid bills; tap fees increasing


